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GATEWAY INFORMATION



Southwark is a young, densely populated and ethnically 
diverse inner London borough

Approximately 73,000 children and young people (CYP) aged 0-19 years are estimated to live in 
Southwark, approximately 23% of the total population. 

Southwark is the 9th most densely populated 
borough in London and the number of young people 
is predicted to grow by 17% to nearly 65,000 by 
2026.

Over the next 10 years, the Southwark population 
structure is predicted to change. While most growth 
is anticipated in older age groups, a 20% increase in 
15-19 year olds is expected by 2026.

Over a fifth of Southwark residents live in 
communities ranked in the most deprived 20% of 
England. More of our adolescents live in our 
deprived areas than the general population, 
especially those aged 10-17 years.

Southwark is ethnically diverse but our young 
people are more diverse than the general 
population. Twice as many 10-17 year olds are from 
a Black ethnic background than Southwark as a 
whole.

Deprivation in Southwark, orange-red are among 
the most deprived nationally

POPULATION
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Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, CYP in the borough 
were known to experience a range of vulnerabilities
VULNERABILITIES
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3,623 Children living in temporary 
accommodation

12,355 Children under 16 living in low-income families

Children 0-17 living in households 
with any of the ‘toxic trio’14,770 

868
Children reaching less than half of 
the early years development 
benchmarks upon starting school

1,164Children aged 5-10 years with a 
behavioural disorder

Children in Southwark schools 
with a special educational need 
or disability

8,656 

Adapted from the Children’s Commissioner Report: Childhood vulnerability in numbers, 2019
Note: a number of these figures are modelled estimates and may not accurately represent the true prevalence of these vulnerabilities.
Note: the latest data available for each indicator do not necessarily derive from the same year

49Children permanently excluded in 
2017/18 from state-funded schools

343Children in alternative provision / 
pupil referral units

Children not in education, 
employment, or training 520

Home & 
Family Development

EducationSafeguarding

2,570 Children in need

460 Children in care (looked-after 
children)

Children first-time entrants to 
the youth justice system in a year109 



Initial evidence suggests children and young people may 
not be at greater risk of severe illness from COVID-19 
COVID-19

Risk of 
exposure

Risk of
transmission

Risk of 
severe illness or death

§ Generally, children and young people may be less likely to be 
exposed during lockdown period as they’re largely at home

§ Exposure may depend on likelihood of adults in the household to 
become a case

§ Emerging evidence suggests children are less susceptible to 
infection

§ There is no evidence on whether children are more/less infectious 
than adults

§ Evidence suggests risk of severe illness is lower in children 
generally (those without pre-existing conditions)

§ Paediatric multi-system inflammatory syndrome is severe but 
incredibly rare

Based on emerging evidence and literature, the following is an overview of the latest evidence (4 August 
2020) on the risk of COVID-19 to children and young people.

While initial evidence suggests children and young people (CYP) may not be at greater risk of 
suffering severe illness directly due to COVID-19, the pandemic is expected to severely impact the 
lives, experiences, health, and wellbeing of this population.
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The pandemic is likely to widen existing inequalities and 
to disproportionately impact our more vulnerable CYP
COVID-19 IMPACTS

Early years        School age

Impact of increased parental 
stress, coping, poor mental 

health

Reduced offer of 
breastfeeding support

Reduced access to C&F 
centres, learning & 

development resources

Ability of services to identify 
risks through virtual 
assessments

Note: impacts are not exhaustive.

Delays in educational 
achievement and 
progression

Increased vulnerabilities to 
exploitation and offending

Poorer future outlook & lack 
of optimism

Substance use & reduced 
access to sexual health 

services

Escalation of safeguarding 
concerns

Exposure to adverse childhood 
experiences

Missed / delayed 
immunisations

Poorer mental health & 
wellbeing, incl. loneliness

Food insecurity

Digital poverty

Self-management of LTCs 
and access to support

Visibility of vulnerable children 
not known to services

Improving or worsening 
familial relationships

Lack of privacy and 
space (indoor & outdoor)


